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The Decalogue Society of Lawyers 
87th Annual Installation & 2021 Judicial Reception 

Tuesday, June 29, 2021

PROGRAM
                                                                                                 
Welcome
Judge Myron F. Mackoff

Outgoing President’s Message 
Patrick Dankwa John  
                                            
Acceptance of Nominations
Helen B. Bloch

Installation of President, Board and Officers                                              
Judge Timothy C. Evans

Incoming President’s Message                                                   
Mara S. Ruff

Hon. Charles E. Freeman Judicial Merit Award
Presentation by Judge Myron F. Mackoff
Acceptance by Justice P. Scott Neville, Jr.

Closing Remarks                                                                                                  
Judge Myron F. Mackoff
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The Decalogue Society 
thanks the following people for their generosity which 

has made this event possible

PLATINUM SPONSORS
Corboy & Demetrio 

Katz & Stefani

GOLD SPONSORS 
Porada Law Offices, Ltd. 

 Schoenberg Finkel Beederman Bell Glazer, LLC

SILVER SPONSORS
Baumann & Shuldiner 

Robert K. Blinick
Elrod Friedman LLP

Freeborn & Peters LLP/Joel B. Bruckman 
Hon. Megan Goldish  

Michael B. Jawgiel, P.C
Martha-Victoria Jimenez 

North Suburban Bar Association 
The Prinz Law Firm, P.C 
Robbins, Salomon & Patt 

The Law Offices of Curtis Bennett Ross, P.C.
Ron & Zaneta Ruff 

Major Matthew Savage 
Edward J. Underhill

Proudly supports 
The Decalogue Society of Lawyers

and Congratulates 
the incoming Board and Officers

and
Justice P. Scott Neville, Jr.

www.KatzStefani.com 312-364-9000

C H I C A G O  •  B A N N O C K B U R N

http://www.KatzStefani.com
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BRONZE SPONSORS

David L. Kelly 

Stephen Komie 

Judge Myron Mackoff 

Markoff Law LLC 

Jenetia Marshall 

Matanky Realty Group 

Thomas E. Nowinski  

Michael I. O’Malley 

David S. Olshansky 

Radusa Ostojic

Dartesia A. Pitts, Esq. 

Tracie R. Porter, P.C.

Judge Lori Rosen 

Dennis Ryan 

Jaime R. Santana, P.C.

Judge James A. Shapiro 

Sheppard Law Firm, P.C. 

Attorney Judie Lyn Smith - Associate Judge Candidate

Rachel Sostrin, Sostrin & Sostrin, P.C. 

Ava George Stewart 

Hon. Michael A. Strom (Ret.) 

Rafael Taylor 

The Law Office of Erin M. Wilson LLC

BRONZE SPONSORS

Hon. Louis G. Apostol 

Theodore Banks 

Jerome “Jerry” Barrido 

Aileen Bhandari 

Law Offices of Helen B. Bloch, P.C. 

John P. Carroll  

Stephen G. Daday 

Pablo deCastro 

Arlene Y. Coleman 

Debjani D. Desai 

Cristin Duffy

Sharon L. Eiseman

Law Office of Naderh H. Elrabadi  

Barbara N. Flores

Athena Frentzas-Bubaris  

The Garfield Group LLC/Max Barack

Mitchell B. Goldberg

Dawn M. Gonzalez

Hon. Deborah J. Gubin (Ret.) 

Jasmine V. Hernandez 

Susan K. Horn 

Natalie L. Howse 

Matthew W. Jannusch 

Patrick Dankwa John 
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Outgoing President’s Message  

As a nation, we’ve begun to come out of pandemic mode. More and 
more people are getting vaccinated, and restrictions on our personal 
liberties are being lifted. Still we’re threatened by the possibility of 
another surge in infections, particularly by one variant or another. It’s 
been said that in times of uncertainty, we can be calm even when we 
don’t know what the future holds, if we remember that we do know 
who holds the future. I invite you to consider that perhaps we do know 
what the future holds. I believe that we will see divine providence at 
work. Just as G-d promised the prophet Joel that he would restore what 

the locusts had devoured, I believe that when all the dust settles, G-d will restore our nation 
to better than normal. 

Thank you to all the members of the Decalogue Society of Lawyers for your hard work and 
dedication to Decalogue during this challenging year. We have so many talented members 
who stepped forward and put their gifts to use this bar year. Congratulations to the 
incoming Board and Executive Committee. A special congratulations to incoming president 
Mara Ruff, who I know will have a fabulous bar year. Decalogue has bright, energetic and 
dedicated leaders who will make this coming bar year even better than previous ones.  Join 
or renew your Decalogue membership now, and as the late Congressman and civil rights 
activist John Lewis would say, let’s continue to get into good trouble.

Sincerely,

Patrick Dankwa John
President, 2020-2021

Incoming President’s Welcome Message  

What does it mean to be a Jewish lawyer? Being Jewish is very personal. 
Only you have the authority to shape your meaning, by your own actions 
and mindset. Perhaps you shape your Jewishness in the most religious ways, 
by carrying out your faith as an observant Jew, keeping kosher, following the 
rules of Shabbat and attending shul every Saturday morning. Or maybe you 
keep kosher at home, but only go to synagogue on the occasional Shabbat 
and on the High Holidays. Or maybe you do not attend synagogue at all and 

carry out your Judaism through Tikkun Olam, by repairing the world, and giving to others that 
need help. However you define it, being Jewish means something to you. It is a distinct, unique, and 
subtle difference that keeps us all rooted together, no matter how you practice or don’t practice, in 
culture or tradition, religious or secular, and connected as a community.

Choosing to be a member of the Decalogue Society of Lawyers, one of the oldest Jewish bar 
associations, means something too. The dictionary defines a lawyer as “a person whose profession 
is to represent clients in a court of law or to advise or act for clients in other legal matters.” In 
practice, we know that being a lawyer is so much more. Being a lawyer means many things. To 
some, it ignites power. For others, it empowers. As lawyers, one of the greatest gifts we have is 
our ability to represent a purpose, speak for the unheard, change a system, or undo a wrong. As 
members of the bar, we are provided the ability to help, to do better, to be better. I chose to become 
a lawyer for specific reasons and although I did not choose my faith, Judaism provides me the 
foundation in how I live my truth, personally and professionally.

I am humbled and honored to be your President, standing proud as a Jewish lawyer, leading a 
bar that works tirelessly towards eliminating hate, raising awareness about anti-Semitism, and 
eradicating injustice. We gather here this evening because being Jewish and/or being a lawyer 
means something to you too. It is not just about our faith or our legal profession by itself. We sit 
side-by-side, at our virtual tables tonight, compelled to attend the Decalogue Society of Lawyers’ 
87th Installation and 2021 Judicial Reception because of our commitment to what it means to be 
a lawyer, on how we define your faith, or stand proud as leaders in our own community, rooted 
together in unique cultures and traditions.

I look forward to another hard, difficult, rewarding, work-filled year leading the efforts of a historic 
organization, with a vital mission grounded in Jewish values, where lawyers choose to belong, a 
membership with a purpose, a meaning, a home. I invite you to join us this year at one of the many 
events we have planned. Our success very much depends on the strong and valued friendship 
and support we receive from the legal community at large, the affinity bar associations, and the 
judiciary, as much as it does our own membership. I hope to see you soon.

With Gratitude,

Mara Ruff
President, 2021-2022

Thank you to our Life Members
David Lipschutz
David Olshansky

And to our Sustaining Members
Steven Bernstein
Robert Blinick
Adam Bossov
Marvin Brustin
Lauren Edidin
Sharon Eiseman

Robert Groszek
Susan Horn
Robert Kaufman
Daniel Kelber
Robert Kreisman
Fred Lane
Robert Matanky
Mara Ruff
Robert Shipley
Adam Weber
Cary Wintroub
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2021-2022 Board of Managers

Mara S. Ruff
President
Hon. Myron F. Mackoff
1st Vice President
Hon. Megan Goldish
2nd Vice President
Joel Bruckman
Recording Secretary
Logan Bierman
Financial Secretary
Michelle Milstein
Treasurer
Patrick Dankwa John
Past President

Amanda Araujo 
Max Barack
Jacqueline B. Carroll
Nicole A. DeBella 
Abby Derechin
Sharon L. Eiseman
Hon. Robert E. Gordon
Hon. Deborah J. Gubin 
Kahlia R. Halpern
Hon. Moshe Jacobius
Robert M. Karton, Parliamentarian
Joshua S. Kreitzer
Charles A. Krugel
Sarah G. LaPearl
Bradley S. Levison
David W. Lipschutz 
Jeffrey M. Moskowitz
Kimberly Pressling
Hon. Lori Rosen
Hon. Geri Pinzur Rosenberg
Michael Rothmann
Carrie D. Seleman
Adam J. Sheppard
Rachel N. Sostrin
Peter J. Tessler
Michael H. Traison

Past Presidents Council
Fred Lane
Stephen P. Patt
David N. Baum
Hon. Charles Levy
Martin A. Tiersky
Michael Pekay
Kenneth R. Siegan
Daniel Hoseman
Eugene F. Friedman
Daniel E. Beederman
Robert W. Matanky
Mitchell A. Orpett
Joel S. Hymen
Paul J. Sussman
Rabbi James M. Gordon
Ralph M. Goren
Alan E. Molotsky
Hon. Michael I. Bender
Gail Tuler Friedman
Gerald S. Schur
Bonnie C. McGrath
Hon. Barbara M. Meyer
Stephen G. Baime
Lonny Ben Ogus
Hon. Michael B. Hyman
Shellie Karno
Hon. Martin P. Moltz
Hon. James A. Shapiro
Hon. Andrea M. Schleifer
Barry S. Goldberg
Susan K. Horn
Hon. Michael A. Strom
James B. Goldberg
Hon. Joel L. Chupack
Deidre Baumann
Curtis B. Ross 
Mitchell B. Goldberg 
Jonathan D. Lubin 
Helen B. Bloch

Honorary Life Members
Prof. Nina S. Appel 
Hon. Edward R. Burr
Hon. Ronald S. Davis
Steven M. Levin
Prof. Ralph Ruebner

Hon. Charles E. Freeman Judicial Merit Award
Justice P. Scott Neville, Jr.

The Charles Freeman Judicial Merit Award is given to those judges who 
exemplify the highest ideals of the Decalogue Society of Lawyers and of 
the legal profession by promoting diversity and inclusivity in the legal 
professions and for outstanding achievement in the judiciary.

Justice Neville, sworn in on June 15, 2018 as the 117th and 2nd African American Justice 
to serve on the Illinois Supreme Court in its 200 year history, has had a forty-six year legal 
career that has taken him from 43rd Street to LaSalle Street. Justice Neville, a product of 
Chicago’s public schools, graduated from Forrestville Grammar School and DuSable High 
School. After graduating from Culver Stockton College, he received his law degree from 
Washington University’s School of Law. Justice Neville has been actively practicing law 
since 1974 when he became a law clerk for Justice Glenn T. Johnson of the Illinois Appellate 
Court. Thereafter, Justice Neville specialized in appellate, employment, civil rights and 
complex civil litigation.

During his career, Justice Neville used his legal skills to obtain justice for his clients. In 1992, 
he was a member of a team of attorneys (President Obama was one of the attorneys who 
worked on the case) that successfully prosecuted the 1992 Chicago Ward “ReMap” case, and 
a legal team that prosecuted a class action lawsuit on behalf of Black and Latino workers 
who were laid off by the City of Chicago.

An active member of many bar associations, Justice Neville is a life member of the National 
Bar Association and a member of the Cook County Bar Association (CCBA) and Illinois State 
(ISBA) bar associations. Neville’s commitment to the Bar was most evident in 1997 when he 
became President of the CCBA and co-founded the Alliance of Bar Associations, a group 
dedicated to promoting diversity, equality and fairness in judicial evaluations. Justice Neville 
is a past chairperson and board member of the Illinois Judicial Council, a member of the 
National Bar Association’s Judicial Council, and a member of the Illinois Judges Association.

Justice Neville has received numerous awards and appointments. In 1999, the Chicago 
Bar Association presented him with the prestigious Vanguard Award, and he received 
a Presidential Award from the ISBA. In 2007, Washington University School of Law 
presented him with its Distinguished Alumni Award and in 2008 he received an award from 
Toastmasters International. Finally, in 2017 he received the Stradford Award from Attorney 
Kimberly Fox, the State’s Attorney of Cook County, and in 2020 was the American Board of 
Trial Advocates’ Judge of the Year.

Justice Neville was appointed to the Circuit Court of Cook County in 1999 and elected in 2000. 
On June 11, 2004, Justice Neville was appointed to the Appellate Court and was elected to 
the Appellate Court in 2012. Justice Neville served as Chairman of the Executive Committee 
for the Illinois Appellate Court, First District from September 1, 2013 until August 31, 2014. 
Justice Neville was opposed by five Appellate Court Justices and one attorney but was elected 
to a 10-year term on the Illinois Supreme Court on November 3, 2020. 
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The Past Presidents Council 
Congratulates the Decalogue Society of Lawyers 

for 87 Years of Service 
to the Jewish and Legal Communities 

Thank you to Patrick John 
for his leadership through a trying year
and Mazel Tov to President Mara Ruff 
and the Incoming Officers and Board

Deidre Baumann
Daniel E. Beederman

Hon. Joel Chupack 
Barry S. Goldberg

Mitchell B. Goldberg
Susan K. Horn 

Hon. Michael B. Hyman
Shellie Karno

Fred Lane 
Jonathan Lubin

Robert W. Matanky
Hon. Barbara M Meyer 

Alan E. Molotsky
Hon. Martin P. Moltz

Lonny Ogus 
Stephen P. Patt
Curtis B. Ross

 Hon. James A. Shapiro
Kenneth R. Siegan

Hon. Michael A. Strom

“If I have seen further,  
it is by standing on the shoulders of giants.” 

 

Sir Isaac Newton 
 

 
 

JJuussttiicceess  CChhaarrlleess  EE..  FFrreeeemmaann  
aanndd  PP..  SSccootttt  NNeevviillllee::    

GGiiaannttss  BBootthh..    
 
 
 
 

Bob Porada 
PORADA LAW OFFICES, LTD. 

211 West Wacker Drive – Suite 500-J 
Chicago, Illinois 60606-1300 

(312) 357-6800 

We proudly support: 
 

The Decalogue Society of Lawyers 

 
SCHOENBERG FINKEL BEEDERMAN BELL GLAZER LLC 

300 S. Wacker Drive | 15th Floor  
Chicago IL 60606 

312.648.2300  
www.SFBBG.com 

Follow us on    

FORWARD THINKING  |  STRATEGIC COUNSEL 
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MARTHA-VICTORIA
JIMENEZ

CONGRATULATIONS 
to the Hon. P. Scott Neville,

Jr. and the incoming 
leadership of the 

Decalogue Society of
Lawyers

JUSTICE. JUSTICE SHALL YOU PURSUE.

Baumann & Shuldiner

Congratulates

Justice P. Scott Neville, Jr.
Recipient of the Hon. Charles E. 

Freeman Judicial Merit Award, for his 
dedication to justice and equality!

and

Mara Ruff and the Incoming 
Decalogue Executive Board and 

Board of Managers!

Mazel tov!

Past President 
Curtis Bennett Ross 

Congratulates

Incoming President Mara Ruff, 

Immediate Past President Patrick John 
and the officers and Board members of 

the Decalogue Society of Lawyers 

Special congratulations to 
Illinois Supreme Court Justice 

P. Scott Neville, Jr. 
on being awarded the Hon. Charles E. 

Freeman Judicial Merit Award

The Law Offices of Curtis Bennett Ross, LLC
100 North LaSalle Street, Suite 1111

Chicago, IL 60602
Telephone:  (312) 984-1514

Mobile:  (312) 802-1514
curtis@divorce-chicago.com

ROBBINS SALOMON & PATT LTD

Congratulates
 

the Decalogue Society, 
its officers,

and 

Justice P. Scott Neville
on receiving the Society’s

Judicial Merit Award

Congratulations to 
Immediate Past President 

Patrick John. 
May you have fair winds, 

and following seas. 

Mazel Tov to 
Incoming President 

Mara Ruff, 
and the Incoming Decalogue 

Officers and Board

Judge Megan Goldish

Freeborn & Peters LLP 

is proud to support

the Decalogue Society

of Lawyers' 

87th Installation 

and 2021 Judicial

Reception 

Freeborn's Core Values of Integrity, Caring, 

Effectiveness, Teamwork and Commitment 

align with The Decalogue Society's mission 

to promote justice.

 

 We are proud to support the Society's 

work and salute tonight's award winner 

and Freeborn attorney Joel Bruckman

on his installation as Secretary 

of the Board of Managers.

Visit us at www.freeborn.com
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Congrats
to 

The Decalogue Society,
its Officers 

and its Board of Managers

Matthew Savage

Congratulations 
to

Justice P. Scott Neville, 

the Decalogue Society,
and its officers.

Justice, justice shall you pursue -
A credo that is you.

We are so very proud of you, 
Mara!

Love you,
Mom and Dad

Edward J. 
Underhill

5:00pm Kosher Box Meal
5:30pm Ross Secler
Legal requirements for petitions 
6:30pm Aviva Patt
Campaign Financial Disclosure
7:00pm Justice Aurelia Pucinski
How to present yourself as a candidate, 
fundraising, endorsements

SAVE THE DATE!
Tuesday, September 14, 2021

Decalogue Society of Lawyers
and

Arab American Bar Association

The 2021
Building Bridges 

Awards

Congratulations
to all incoming officers

Robert Blinick

How to Run for Judge
in Cook County

Thursday, July 29, 2021
5:00-8:00pm

1.5 hours CLE credit

Register now for this free 
member-only event

www.decaloguesociety.org

https://www.decaloguesociety.org/cle-schedule
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A Living Legacy

You can support the The Decalogue Foundation in assisting 
future generations of lawyers by making provision 

in your will or trust for a bequest to the Foundation.

For more information, contact:
Larry Krupp

847-580-4111

Decalogue Foundation is a 501c3 organization, registered with the Illinois Attorney General. 
Tax-deductible contributions can be sent to 134 N LaSalle #1430, Chicago IL 60602

The Decalogue Foundation
The Decalogue Foundation is the charitable arm

of the Decalogue Society of Lawyers.
The Foundation has endowed scholarships

at seven Illinois law schools and at the 
Hebrew University in Jerusalem.

The Foundation also underwrites 
Decalogue’s legal lecture series, 

allowing us to provide free classes for CLE credit.

Please support the work of the Foundation by
making a tax deductible contribution when you 
pay your dues - or at any time during the year.

You can also honor or remember a special person 
or occasion with a tribute certificate.

www.decaloguesociety.org/decalogue-foundation

https://www.decaloguesociety.org/decalogue-foundation

