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By Jeff Strand

Law firms close for any number of reasons, not just when an 
attorney reaches a certain age and decides to retire. Firms merge, 
lawyers go in-house on the corporate side and close their practice, 
and death or disability unexpectedly shut a firm’s doors, as well.

If your practice closes, especially unexpectedly, have you thought 
about how your clients will be maintained if you are no longer 
available? More importantly, have you thought about what 
happens with malpractice claims that may be made against you 
after your firm has closed?

These are some of the considerations of a successful succession 
plan. However, if you are like many lawyers, it is probably 
something you may not have even considered. According to the 
Attorney Registration and Disciplinary Commission (“ARDC”), 
77% of sole practitioners do not have a succession plan. 

Expanded Extended Reporting Period options relieve these 
protection worries

One way ISBA Mutual can help mitigate this issue is to ensure 
you are properly covered. To that end, we have provided expanded 
coverage that provides for a free and unlimited extended reporting 
period (known as a tail) in the event of death, disability or 
retirement that will cover claims arising from professional services 
rendered before your practice has closed. This should give you one 
less worry as you handle your succession plan this year.

The expanded Extended Reporting options are among a group 
of policy enhancements ISBA Mutual has enacted effective this 
year. This is a direct response to feedback that we’ve received from 
policyholders and attorneys. 

Other features of the 2018 ISBA Mutual Insurance policy include:

�t�� Unlimited Extended Reporting Period available to multi-
lawyer firms;

�t�� A free, 24-month extended reporting period for practicing 
lawyers who are called to active military duty; 

�t�� $0 deductible option;
�t�� A “defense outside the limit” option, so that malpractice 

defense costs will not erode your policy limit of liability;
�t�� Claims will not be settled without your consent;
�t�� The first $5,000 of defense costs related to malpractice claims 

are paid by ISBA Mutual before your deductible is applied;
�t�� ARDC disciplinary defense coverage is provided by ISBA 

Mutual and is paid on your behalf. This coverage is in addition 
to the policy limits of liability.

Another area of growing concern to the legal community is 
cyber security, especially when the cost of breaches can be high 
from every perspective. As a result, we have included important 
coverage for claims in response to breaches and other cyber risk, 
at no additional cost.

The five areas of cyber-related coverage include:

Information security and privacy
You now have expanded coverage for damages and expenses over 
privacy law violations. If your computer security fails to prevent 
a breach or you don’t disclose a breach in a timely manner, you 
are protected against related claims for theft, loss, or unauthorized 
disclosure of personally identifiable non-public information or 
third-party corporate information. 

Privacy breach response services
These include client notification, credit monitoring and fraud 
protection services as well as crisis communications. Another area 
of expanded coverage is forensic and legal assistance to determine 
the extent of the damage and provide guidance for fixing the issue 
so you comply with applicable laws. Defense expenses and penalty 
coverage for your firm are also covered should your violation of a 
privacy law lead to a regulatory proceeding.

Website media content liability
These changes now cover damages and expenses for seven specific 
acts related to violations of copyright, trademark and intellectual 
property rights within web content, including defamation, libel or 
slander and plagiarism.

Cyber extortion loss
If your computers and data get hacked and your firm is a victim 
of cyber extortion or ransomware, coverage for these payments is 
now included.

PCI fines and penalties
Also covered are PCI fines and penalties that may result from a 
cyber breach.

It is important to monitor and respond to the changes in the legal 
environment that affect the risks faced by Illinois attorneys. Our aim 
at ISBA Mutual is to help you stay on top of these risks and ensure our 
policy coverage protects you, your clients, and the legal profession.

Jeff Strand is President and CEO of ISBA Mutual

ISBA Mutual Policy Expansions Improve Support 
for Practice Closings, Cyber Risks 

Remembering Steve Rizzi

By Steve Weinberg

Steve Rizzi was my lifelong friend and law partner. I called him 
“The Riz” or Rizzi. We met in 8th grade when our junior high 
schools merged into one and we all attended Maple Junior High. 
Steve went to Glenbrook North High School and then chose the 
University of Arizona. 
 
Steve and I reunited at IIT-Chicago Kent Law School 
where Steve was a proud and energetic law student. 
He was excited to follow his father Dom’s career 
path. Steve learned his sense of justice and 
fairness from his father. 

Steve Rizzi was a lawyer’s lawyer. He loved 
being a lawyer and he loved lawyers. He 
also loved to argue. Steve appreciated good 
lawyering even if it was coming from his 
opponent. 

Steve was a personal injury litigator and 
distinguished himself as an excellent trial 
attorney. He never backed down from his 
position and he fought vigorously for his clients. 
Steve became President of the Decalogue Society of 
Lawyers where he worked to increase membership and 
Decalogue’s visibility and influence within the Chicago legal 
community. 

Steve and I became law partners after about ten years of practice. 
Steve was a great law partner. Even though we had separate offices, 
Steve was the managing partner of our firm and he handled all of 
the issues relating to the firm. He was honest and forthright and 
gave our client’s a strong sense of confidence. Steve was always 
concerned with how I was doing personally. 

Steve was a great springboard for legal theories, even in areas 
outside his expertise. One day Steve appeared at one of my trials 
and watched for an entire afternoon. After court Steve went into 
the jail with me and helped me prepare the client to testify. He 
wanted me to do well and also wanted to observe the way other 
lawyers prepared clients to testify. Steve was invaluable with his 
input offering his insights and suggestions often. What was more 
impressive was that Steve came to court again the next day to see 

how the client testified during the trial. I saw Steve’s face 
light up when I asked a question that he gave to me 

the night before.

 If I was having a bad day, and there were 
many, there was no better person than 
Steve Rizzi to put things in the proper 
perspective. He always greeted me with a 
smile and he made me laugh. Steve and 
I were partners for 12 years. Steve left to 
accept a position with Meyers and Flowers, 
a respected plaintiff ’s personal injury firm 

where he became a partner. Even though our 
partnership had dissolved, Steve remained 

the “civil division” of my criminal law firm, and 
we still referred cases back and forth.

I think of Steve everyday. I miss sharing the practice of 
law with him but most of all I miss his pride, enthusiasm and his 
friendship. RIP my old friend I’ll get it covered down here. 

Steve Rizzi served as President of Decalogue from 2011-2012 and 
passed away September 17, 2017. Steve was widely loved and 
admired for his kindness, generosity and good humor, and will be 
greatly missed. May his memory be for a blessing.

To honor Steve’s memory and legacy, donations are being 
accepted by the Bright Start College Savings Plan on behalf of his 

daughter Rachael Rizzi. 

Steve always placed great importance on education and higher 
learning, please help him bring his goals for Rachael to fruition.

To receive an invitation to make a tax free donation in Steve’s 
name, please send your full name, email address, and phone 

number to suzi@suzannestiefel.com

Steve, Rachael and Suzi at the 2011 Installation Dinner 
SPONSORED CONTENT
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By Sharon L. Eiseman

We do know Mitchell Goldberg is a Super Decalogue President 
this term but it appears that his prodigious talents are far more 
widely recognized. Mitchell was recently selected by Thomson 
Reuters as a Super Lawyer in Securities Litigation and, not to be 
outdone, the Chicago Law Bulletin placed him on its list of Leading 
Lawyers in the field of Commercial Litigation. What’s next on the 
horizon for our esteemed leader?

Remember when we noted that Board member Michael Rothmann 
had just been installed as the Second Vice President of the Northwest 
Suburban Bar Association? Very fast forward, it seems, and the 
time has come for his installation as the NWSBA’s PRESIDENT! 
That significant event will take place on June 14, 2018 at 5 p.m. at 
Maggiano’s in Schaumburg followed by a post-installation party, 
including Casino Night, with all proceeds going to the Northwest 
Suburban Bar Foundation. The NWSBA made a wise choice a few 
years ago when approving Michael for inclusion in the executive 
line-up. We wish him well in his approaching presidential term and 
will be on the sidelines cheering him on to the finish line. 
 
Michael is excited about assuming leadership of such a dynamic bar 
group and he has great plans for the Association. And yes, we know 
he’ll be busy, BUT we won’t let him off the hook for his commitment 
to help stem the tide of a growing animus toward Jews through his 
ongoing work on the DSL’s Committee on Anti-Semitism. Perhaps, 
during the 2018-19 terms of the Decalogue and the NWSBA, there is 
even an opportunity for a program co-sponsorship on this pressing 
issue. It isn’t too early to consider the idea.

On September 14, 2017, Board member Sharon Eiseman, along 
with other Decalogue members who must have been on the race 
course, participated in the Chicago Volunteer Legal Services’ 5K 
RACE  JUDICATA. This event is the agency’s annual fundraiser 
which takes the runners through the City’s Museum Campus and 
along the lakefront and ends in Arvey Field where the participants 
celebrate with food and drink and relief to have finished. To 
Sharon’s utter astonishment, she won a trophy for finishing 
first in her age category—the specifics of which will NOT be 
revealed in this Tablets section. Instead, buried somewhere in 
this publication, you can find the photo of the trophy CVLS gave 
her, a tiny bobble-head statuette of a determined female runner in 
short shorts with her ponytail flying in the wind—of course just 
like Sharon looked—or at least how she felt. Sharon gazes at that 
young woman every day just to find courage to show up for work! 

During the last part of 2017, Jessica Berger and Nicole Annes, 
Co-Chairs of Decalogue’s Social Action Committee, checked off 
a number of volunteer projects on their impressive list of social 
service activities they had identified earlier in the year as attainable 
goals. During the Rosh Hashanah/Yom Kippur Holidays in 
September, they organized a group of Decalogue members as part 
of a ‘Maot Chitim’ program to help deliver special kosher meals 
to residents of two apartment buildings on Chicago’s northside 
who otherwise would not have been able to fully observe the High 

Holidays. Those members besides our Co-Chairs who participated 
in the High Holiday Project included Kim Pressling, Sharon 
Eiseman, Deborah Gubin, Olwen Jaffe, Steve Ross, and Shaina 
Wolfe, some of whom brought family members to assist. 

On December 17, in celebration of Chanukah, Nicole and Jessica 
organized a group of Decalogue volunteers for a visit to the Robineau 
Retirement Living Residence in Skokie for an afternoon feast of 
Latkes and joyful singing. Those of us who participated, some with 
their own family members in tow, included Helen Bloch, Sandra 
Brostoff, Kim Pressling, Sharon Eiseman, Mitchell Goldberg, 
Barry Goldberg, Olwen Jaffe, Gerald Parker, and Jordan Silver. 
These volunteers visited and ate with the residents and made up for 
a lack of vocal talent with sheer bravado as they belted out signature 
Hanukkah songs for which the residents joined in. Helen and her 
son also treated the residents to several well-known tunes on the 
piano. Much fun was had by ALL. 

Paul Plotnick, a member of Decalogue since 1974, was presented 
with the Luis Amador Award at a meeting of the Kiwanis Club of 
Skokie Valley Kiwanis, a NFP organization he joined in 1986. Dr. 
Luis Amador was head of the Kiwanis Spastic Research and Allied 
Diseases project. The Award was conferred upon Paul by the 
Division 7 Clubs. The photo shows Paul with Dennis Dean, Past 
Lt. Governor of Division 7; the Division’s current Lt. Governor 
David O’Rear; the Skokie Chief of Police; current President, Tony 
Scarpeli; and Paul’s wife Eleanor, also a member of the Kiwanis. 
This organization is well known both locally and nationally for its 
dedication to helping children worldwide. In addition to providing 
community grants to local schools and other organizations that 
serve children in need, the Kiwanis sponsors an annual Festival 
of Cultures to support the diversity and inclusion initiatives that 
help the community find strength in their population differences.  

Past President of the Decalogue and current President of the Decalogue 
Foundation, Robert Matanky, participated on a panel with Rabbi 
Yona Reiss of Av Bet Din and the Chicago Rabbinical Council, and 
Professor Steven Resnicoff, Director of the Center for Jewish Law & 
Judaic Studies (CJLJS) at DePaul College of Law that was part of the 
December 3, 2017 Gerald C. Bender Memorial Lecture Program held 
at the Lincolnwood Jewish Congregation AG Beth Israel. Entitled 
The Israeli Supreme Court: A Force for or Against Democracy?, The 
Program, co-sponsored with the CJLJS and Congregation AG Beth 
Israel, with generous support from the law firm of Katz & Stefani 
LLC, was a live, half-day CLE that was featured prominently in 
Decalogue’s list of CLE offerings for 2017. The nature of the subject 
and the prominence of the speakers garnered substantial attendance, 
with the subtopics prompting lively dialogue among panelists and 
between the presenters and the audience.  

On January 29, 2018, one of our most publicized members, 
Chuck Krugel, was quoted in Rocket Matter’s article, the “Most 
Challenging Part of Running a Law Firm: Part Two.” We may ask 
him to share his secrets at a CLE Program, provided we also get 
Part One. Then, on February 5, 2018, Chuck (who surely has a 
marketing agent) was quoted in SHRM’s (Society of Human 
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Welcome New Members!
Resources Management) article “Wage and Hour Class Actions 
Can Cost Employers Millions; Top 10 employment-related 
lawsuits in 2017 had a combined value of $2.72 billion.” That’s 
another topic that might fit into our CLE program very nicely. 

Carrie Seleman, President of the Decalogue chapter at Loyola 
University School of Law, was one of two recipients of the Robert 
Gordon Scholarship at the Jewish Judges Association annual 
dinner September 26, 2017. Carrie has been extremely active in 
the Jewish Community and is a strong supporter of Israel. She has a 
Jewish Studies Certificate from Indiana University and has served 
as President of the Board of Directors of the Helene G. Simon 
Hillel Center, President and Campus Electoral Coordinator for 
the Indiana Israel Public Affairs Committee, and National Chair 
of Campus Democrats for a Secure Israel. Carrie has been named 
as associate editor of the Children’s Legal Rights Journal and has 
been named a Court Appointed Special Advocate. 

Want to be in the next edition of ‘Chai-Lites’? All you have to be is 
a member! Let us know about you or any other members who were 
celebrating, presenting, publishing, being recognized, volunteering, 
acquiring more titles, running to the office or even running for office! 

Decalogue members running in the March 20 primary election

This is for informational purposes only. Decalogue does not 
endorse candidates. 
 
Joel Chupack (D), 12th subcircuit Maki Vacancy
Kent Delgado (D), 6th subcircuit Chevere Vacancy
Corri Diane Feltman (D), Countywide Dooling Vacancy
Michael Perry Gerber (R), 13th subcircuit Lawrence Vacancy 
Jonathan Clark Green (D), Countywide Clay Vacancy
Patrick Dankwa John (D), Countywide Jordan Vacancy
Myron “Mike” Mackoff (D), 8th subcircuit Pethers Vacancy
Bonnie C. McGrath (D), 8th subcircuit Fabri Vacancy
James “Jamie” Shapiro (D), 8th subcircuit Fabri Vacancy
Andrea Michelle Webber (D), 6th subcircuit Cooke Vacancy

Decalogue members running for office in the Illinois State Bar 
Association Election. Voting: March 26 through April 30. 
 
This is for informational purposes only. Decalogue does not 
endorse candidates.
 
Anna Krolikowska for 3rd Vice President
Mark Karno for Board of Governors (Cook)
Ellis Levin for Cook County Assembly
Curtis Ross for Cook County Assembly

Chai-Lites (Cont’d)

Go Green!

Decalogue members now have the 
option of receiving communications 

solely by email. If you would like 
to dispense with paper copies of 

the Tablets, event invitations, and 
membership notices please use the link 
below to let us know to put you on our 

email only list.

https://interland3.donorperfect.
net/weblink/WebLink.

aspx?name=E254534&id=70
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Decalogue Ratings for the March 20, 2018 Primary Election Ratings (Cont’d)
Countywide 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Eileen Mary Brewer) D 
Oran F. Whiting Recommended 
Kathryn Maloney Vahey Recommended 
John Maher Recommended 
 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Evelyn B. Clay) D 
Kathleen Theresa Lanahan Recommended 
Jonathan Clark Green Recommended 
Michael I. O’Malley Recommended 
Lori Ann Roper Recommended 
 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Deborah M. Dooling) D 
Tom Sam Sianis Recommended 
Timothy John Leeming Recommended 
Corri Diane Fetman Not Recommended 
 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Laurence J. Dunford) D 
Thomas F. McGuire Recommended 
 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Lynn M. Egan) D 
Rosa Maria Silva Recommended 
 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Thomas E. Flanagan) D 
Amanda Moira Pillsbury Recommended 
Preston Jones, Jr. Recommended 
Keely Patricia Hillison Recommended 
Ioana Salajanu Not Recommended 
 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Russell W. Hartigan) D 
Cecilia Anne Horan Recommended 
Keith L. Spence Not Recommended 
 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Michelle D. Jordan) D 
Clare Quish Recommended 
Jerry Barrido Recommended 
Patrick Dankwa John Recommended 
 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Sheila McGinnis) D 
Brian Terrence Sexton Recommended 
Peter Michael Gonzalez Recommended 
Bradley R. Trowbridge Recommended 
 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Jean Prendergast Rooney) D 
Jack Hagerty Recommended 
Mable Taylor Not Recommended 
 
Subcircuits 
1st Sub-Circuit 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Orville E. Hambright, Jr.) D 
Litricia P. Payne Not Recommended 
Erika Orr Recommended 
 
2nd Sub-Circuit 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Bertina E. Lampkin) D 
Tiana Ellis Blakely Recommended 
Frederick H. Bates Recommended 
 

2nd Sub-Circuit 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Marjorie C. Laws) D 
William H. Laws Recommended 
Adrienne Elaine Davis Recommended 
 
2nd Sub-Circuit 
(Vacancy of the Hon. James L. Rhodes) D 
Toya T. Harvey Recommended 
Tiesha L. Smith Not Recommended 
 
2nd Sub-Circuit 
(Vacancy of the Hon. John D. Turner, Jr.) D 
Travis Richardson Recommended 
Ieshia Gray Recommended 
 
2nd Sub-Circuit 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Valerie Turner) D 
Devlin Schoop Recommended 
Arthur Wesley Willis Recommended 
 
2nd Sub-Circuit 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Camille E. Willis) D 
Debra A. Seaton Highly Recommended 
Sheree D. Henry Recommended 
Ubi O’Neal Not Recommended 
 
3rd Sub-Circuit 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Maureen F. Delehanty) D 
Patrick Thomas Stanton Recommended 
Michael Hayes Recommended 
Kevin Patrick Cunningham Recommended 
 
4th Sub-Circuit 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Thomas M. Davy) D 
David R. Navarro Highly Recommended 
Caroline Jamieson Golden Recommended 
 
4th Sub-Circuit 
(Vacancy of the Hon. James G. Riley) D 
John Andrew O’Meara Recommended 
Elizabeth Ciaccia-Lezza Recommended 
Martin D. Reggi Recommended 
Danny Collins Recommended 
 
5th Sub-Circuit 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Patricia Banks) D 
Rhonda Salleé Not Recommended 
Yvonne Coleman Recommended 
Gino Betts Not Recommended 
Gwendolyn D. Anderson Not Recommended 
 
5th Sub-Circuit 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Rickey Jones) D 
Marian Emily Perkins Recommended 
Jenetia Marshall Not Recommended 
David L. Kelly Recommended 
 

5th Sub-Circuit 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Edward Washington, II) D 
Robert Harris Recommended 
Shay Tyrone Allen Not Recommended 
Mary Alice Melchor Recommended 
 
6th Sub-Circuit 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Gloria Chevere) D 
David C. Herrera Recommended 
Kent Delgado Highly Recommended 
Sean Patrick Kelly Not Recommended 
 
6th Sub-Circuit 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Richard C. Cooke) D 
Edward J. Underhill Highly Recommended 
Charles “Charlie” Beach Recommended 
Andrea Michelle Webber Recommended 
 
6th Sub-Circuit 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Robert Lopez Cepero) D 
Linda Perez Recommended 
Stephanie K. Miller Recommended 
 
8th Sub-Circuit 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Candace J. Fabri) D 
James “Jamie” Shapiro Recommended 
Stephen Feldman Not Recommended 
Robin Denise Shoffner Recommended 
John Christopher Benson Recommended 
Bonnie C. McGrath Not Recommended 
 
8th Sub- Circuit 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Laura C. Liu) D 
Lindsay Huge Highly Recommended 
Michael Forti Recommended 
Cyrus Hosseini Not Recommended 
Athena A. Farmakis Recommended 
 
8th Sub- Circuit 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Sheryl A. Pethers) D 
Jeanne Marie Wrenn Recommended 
Myron “Mike” Mackoff Highly Recommended 
Rishi Agrawal Recommended 
 
10th Sub-Circuit 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Eileen O’Neill Burke) D 
Stephanie Saltouros Recommended 
Gwyn E. Ward-Brown Not Recommended 
Lorraine Murphy Recommended 
 
10th Sub-Circuit 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Donald J. Suriano) D 
Colleen Reardon Daly Recommended 
Noreen Patricia Connolly Not Recommended 
Gerald Cleary Recommended 
Jill Rose Quinn Recommended 
Thomas J. Gabryszewski Recommended 
 

11th Sub-Circuit 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Kathleen G. Kennedy) D 
Joanne F. Rosado Recommended 
Scott J. Frankel Recommended 
 
12th Sub-Circuit 
(Vacancy of the Hon. William O. Maki) D 
Joel Chupack Recommended 
Carmine Trombetta Recommended 
Thomas Raymond Molitor Not Recommended 
 
(Vacancy of the Hon. William O. Maki) R 
David Studenroth Highly Recommended 
Alan M. Jacob Not Recommended 
 
13th Sub-Circuit 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Clayton J. Crane) D 
Ketki “Kay” Steffen Highly Recommended 
 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Clayton J. Crane) R 
Gary William Seyring Recommended 
Susanne Groebner Recommended 
 
13th Sub-Circuit 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Jeffrey Lawrence) D 
Shannon P. O’Malley Not Recommended 
 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Jeffrey Lawrence) R 
Daniel Patrick Fitzgerald Recommended 
Michael Perry Gerber Highly Recommended 
 
13th Sub-Circuit 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Ann O’Donnell) D 
Samuel J. Betar II Recommended 
 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Ann O’Donnell) R 
Christine Svenson Recommended 
 
14th Sub-Circuit 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Rodolfo Garcia) D 
Marina Ammendola Recommended 
Beatriz A. Frausto-Sandoval Not Recommended 
 
15th Sub-Circuit 
(Vacancy of the Hon. George Scully, Jr.) D 
Ashonta Rice-Akiwowo Recommended 
Michael B. Barrett Recommended 
 
15th Sub-Circuit 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Frank G. Zelezinski) D 
Anthony Swanagan Recommended 
Scott McKenna Recommended 
 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Frank G. Zelezinski) R 
Karla Marie Fiaoni Not Recommended 
 

Countywide 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Eileen Mary Brewer) D 
Oran F. Whiting Recommended 
Kathryn Maloney Vahey Recommended 
John Maher Recommended 
 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Evelyn B. Clay) D 
Kathleen Theresa Lanahan Recommended 
Jonathan Clark Green Recommended 
Michael I. O’Malley Recommended 
Lori Ann Roper Recommended 
 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Deborah M. Dooling) D 
Tom Sam Sianis Recommended 
Timothy John Leeming Recommended 
Corri Diane Fetman Not Recommended 
 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Laurence J. Dunford) D 
Thomas F. McGuire Recommended 
 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Lynn M. Egan) D 
Rosa Maria Silva Recommended 
 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Thomas E. Flanagan) D 
Amanda Moira Pillsbury Recommended 
Preston Jones, Jr. Recommended 
Keely Patricia Hillison Recommended 
Ioana Salajanu Not Recommended 
 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Russell W. Hartigan) D 
Cecilia Anne Horan Recommended 
Keith L. Spence Not Recommended 
 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Michelle D. Jordan) D 
Clare Quish Recommended 
Jerry Barrido Recommended 
Patrick Dankwa John Recommended 
 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Sheila McGinnis) D 
Brian Terrence Sexton Recommended 
Peter Michael Gonzalez Recommended 
Bradley R. Trowbridge Recommended 
 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Jean Prendergast Rooney) D 
Jack Hagerty Recommended 
Mable Taylor Not Recommended 
 
Subcircuits 
1st Sub-Circuit 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Orville E. Hambright, Jr.) D 
Litricia P. Payne Not Recommended 
Erika Orr Recommended 
 
2nd Sub-Circuit 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Bertina E. Lampkin) D 
Tiana Ellis Blakely Recommended 
Frederick H. Bates Recommended 
 

2nd Sub-Circuit 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Marjorie C. Laws) D 
William H. Laws Recommended 
Adrienne Elaine Davis Recommended 
 
2nd Sub-Circuit 
(Vacancy of the Hon. James L. Rhodes) D 
Toya T. Harvey Recommended 
Tiesha L. Smith Not Recommended 
 
2nd Sub-Circuit 
(Vacancy of the Hon. John D. Turner, Jr.) D 
Travis Richardson Recommended 
Ieshia Gray Recommended 
 
2nd Sub-Circuit 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Valerie Turner) D 
Devlin Schoop Recommended 
Arthur Wesley Willis Recommended 
 
2nd Sub-Circuit 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Camille E. Willis) D 
Debra A. Seaton Highly Recommended 
Sheree D. Henry Recommended 
Ubi O’Neal Not Recommended 
 
3rd Sub-Circuit 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Maureen F. Delehanty) D 
Patrick Thomas Stanton Recommended 
Michael Hayes Recommended 
Kevin Patrick Cunningham Recommended 
 
4th Sub-Circuit 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Thomas M. Davy) D 
David R. Navarro Highly Recommended 
Caroline Jamieson Golden Recommended 
 
4th Sub-Circuit 
(Vacancy of the Hon. James G. Riley) D 
John Andrew O’Meara Recommended 
Elizabeth Ciaccia-Lezza Recommended 
Martin D. Reggi Recommended 
Danny Collins Recommended 
 
5th Sub-Circuit 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Patricia Banks) D 
Rhonda Salleé Not Recommended 
Yvonne Coleman Recommended 
Gino Betts Not Recommended 
Gwendolyn D. Anderson Not Recommended 
 
5th Sub-Circuit 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Rickey Jones) D 
Marian Emily Perkins Recommended 
Jenetia Marshall Not Recommended 
David L. Kelly Recommended 
 

5th Sub-Circuit 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Edward Washington, II) D 
Robert Harris Recommended 
Shay Tyrone Allen Not Recommended 
Mary Alice Melchor Recommended 
 
6th Sub-Circuit 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Gloria Chevere) D 
David C. Herrera Recommended 
Kent Delgado Highly Recommended 
Sean Patrick Kelly Not Recommended 
 
6th Sub-Circuit 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Richard C. Cooke) D 
Edward J. Underhill Highly Recommended 
Charles “Charlie” Beach Recommended 
Andrea Michelle Webber Recommended 
 
6th Sub-Circuit 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Robert Lopez Cepero) D 
Linda Perez Recommended 
Stephanie K. Miller Recommended 
 
8th Sub-Circuit 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Candace J. Fabri) D 
James “Jamie” Shapiro Recommended 
Stephen Feldman Not Recommended 
Robin Denise Shoffner Recommended 
John Christopher Benson Recommended 
Bonnie C. McGrath Not Recommended 
 
8th Sub- Circuit 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Laura C. Liu) D 
Lindsay Huge Highly Recommended 
Michael Forti Recommended 
Cyrus Hosseini Not Recommended 
Athena A. Farmakis Recommended 
 
8th Sub- Circuit 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Sheryl A. Pethers) D 
Jeanne Marie Wrenn Recommended 
Myron “Mike” Mackoff Highly Recommended 
Rishi Agrawal Recommended 
 
10th Sub-Circuit 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Eileen O’Neill Burke) D 
Stephanie Saltouros Recommended 
Gwyn E. Ward-Brown Not Recommended 
Lorraine Murphy Recommended 
 
10th Sub-Circuit 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Donald J. Suriano) D 
Colleen Reardon Daly Recommended 
Noreen Patricia Connolly Not Recommended 
Gerald Cleary Recommended 
Jill Rose Quinn Recommended 
Thomas J. Gabryszewski Recommended 
 

11th Sub-Circuit 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Kathleen G. Kennedy) D 
Joanne F. Rosado Recommended 
Scott J. Frankel Recommended 
 
12th Sub-Circuit 
(Vacancy of the Hon. William O. Maki) D 
Joel Chupack Recommended 
Carmine Trombetta Recommended 
Thomas Raymond Molitor Not Recommended 
 
(Vacancy of the Hon. William O. Maki) R 
David Studenroth Highly Recommended 
Alan M. Jacob Not Recommended 
 
13th Sub-Circuit 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Clayton J. Crane) D 
Ketki “Kay” Steffen Highly Recommended 
 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Clayton J. Crane) R 
Gary William Seyring Recommended 
Susanne Groebner Recommended 
 
13th Sub-Circuit 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Jeffrey Lawrence) D 
Shannon P. O’Malley Not Recommended 
 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Jeffrey Lawrence) R 
Daniel Patrick Fitzgerald Recommended 
Michael Perry Gerber Highly Recommended 
 
13th Sub-Circuit 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Ann O’Donnell) D 
Samuel J. Betar II Recommended 
 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Ann O’Donnell) R 
Christine Svenson Recommended 
 
14th Sub-Circuit 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Rodolfo Garcia) D 
Marina Ammendola Recommended 
Beatriz A. Frausto-Sandoval Not Recommended 
 
15th Sub-Circuit 
(Vacancy of the Hon. George Scully, Jr.) D 
Ashonta Rice-Akiwowo Recommended 
Michael B. Barrett Recommended 
 
15th Sub-Circuit 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Frank G. Zelezinski) D 
Anthony Swanagan Recommended 
Scott McKenna Recommended 
 
(Vacancy of the Hon. Frank G. Zelezinski) R 
Karla Marie Fiaoni Not Recommended 
 

For ratings from all of our Alliance partners, visit
voteforjudges.org



Decalogue Calendar

Wednesday, March 14, 12:15pm-1:15pm
CLE: Judicial Recusals and SOJs
Speaker: Patrick John
134 N LaSalle Room 775
RSVP: www.decaloguesociety.org/services/legal-education

Thursday, March 15, 11:30am-1:30pm
“Adjudicating in the Middle East: My Time on the Israeli 
Supreme Court”
Speaker: Justice Salim Joubran
Union League Club, 65 W Jackson
Tickets: $40 RSVP: (312) 435-5946

Thursday, March 22, 12:00pm-1:30pm
Decalogue Model Seder
Co-sponsored with Jewish Judges Association
Guests: Cook County Bar Association, Illinois Judicial Council, 
Advocates Society
Loop Synagogue, 16 S Clark
RSVP: www.decaloguesociety.org/events

Sunday, March 25, 9:00-11:30am
Pesach Mitzvah Project with Maot Chitim
820 W Belle Plaine or 2111 N Halsted
(volunteers are also needed to pick-up meals at the warehouse for 
delivery to the residences)
RSVP: www.decaloguesociety.org/events

Tuesday, March 27 12:00-2:00pm
CBA/Decalogue CLE
“How To Respond To An ARDC Inquiry/Complaint Letter”
321 S Plymouth
RSVP: 312-554-2056

Friday, March 30 sunset-Saturday, April 7 sunset
PASSOVER

Wednesday, April 11, 12:00-1:30pm
CLE: 2018 Ethics Update
Speaker: Wendy Muchman
Location: ISBA Mutual, 20 S Clark
1.5 hours Professional Responsibility Credits pending
RSVP: www.decaloguesociety.org/services/legal-education

Wednesday, April 11, 6:00-8:00pm
Young Lawyer & Law Student Spring Social
Location TBA

Tuesday, April 17, 5:15pm
Committee Against Anti-Semitism
205 W Randolph Ste 1750

Tuesday, April 24, 12:00-1:30pm
Vanguard Awards
Decalogue Honoree: Judge Shelley Sutker-Dermer
See next page for details

Wednesday, April 25, 12:15pm-1:15pm
CLE: Courtesy and Civility in the Legal Profession
Speaker: Justice Jesse Reyes
134 N LaSalle Room 775
RSVP: www.decaloguesociety.org/services/legal-education

Wednesday, May 9, 12:15pm-1:15pm
CLE: Criminal Law
Speaker: Donna Makowski
134 N LaSalle Room 775
RSVP: www.decaloguesociety.org/services/legal-education

Wednesday, May 9, 5:30pm-7:30pm
Monthly Social (TBA)

Saturday, May 19 sunset-Monday, May 21 sunset
SHAVUOT

Wednesday, May 23 12:15pm-1:15pm
CLE: Jewish Multi-Culturalism
Speakers: Mel Ferrand, Aviva Flint, Amy Zaretsky
134 N LaSalle Room 775
RSVP: www.decaloguesociety.org/services/legal-education

Wednesday, June 13, 5:30pm-7:30pm
Monthly Social (TBA)

Tuesday, June 5, 6pm 
JUF TIP Dinner
Hyatt Regency Chicago, 151 E Wacker
Speaker TBA

Tuesday, June 19, 5:15pm
Committee Against Anti-Semitism 
205 W Randolph Ste 1750

Wednesday, June 27, 5:15pm-8:30pm
84th Annual Installation & Awards Dinner

And watch your email for more events:
Reproductive Life: Ethical Issues from a Jewish Perspective
A Wider Bridge
Israel Insights Lecture Series
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$70 per person
$700 for table of 10

For reservations, contact Tamra Drees at 
312-554-2057 or tdrees@chicagobar.org.

2018
Vanguard 
Awards
Tuesday, April 24, 2018
11:30 a.m. reception • 12:00 p.m. lunch
Standard Club • 320 S. Plymouth Court • Grand Ballroom

Together we will honor the individuals and institutions who have made the law 
and legal profession more accessible to and reflective of the community at large.

2018 Honorees:
 
Maryam Ahmad
 The Chicago Bar Association Honoree
Hon. Samuel Betar III
 Arab American Bar Association of Illinois Honoree
Dorothy Capers
 Black Women Lawyers Association Honoree
Rep. Kelly Cassidy 
 Lesbian and Gay Bar Association of Chicago Honoree
Veda Dmitrovich 
 Serbian Bar AssociationHonoree
Raja Gaddipati (posthumous) 
 Asian American Bar Association Honoree
Hon. Shelvin Louise Marie Hall 
 Cook County Bar Association Honoree
Alex Menchaca
 Hispanic Lawyers Association of Illinois Honoree
Dennis Mondero 
 Filipino American Lawyers Association Honoree
The Office of Accessibility & Education Outreach
 Advocates Society Honoree
Pedro Soler 
 Puerto Rican Bar Association Honoree
Hon. Shelley Sutker-Dermer
 Decalogue Society Honoree
Hon. Neera Walsh
 South Asian Bar Association of Chicago Honoree
Hon. Diane P. Wood
 Women’s Bar Association Honoree
Gary Zhao
 Chinese American Bar  Association Honoree

Van•guard (noun)
A group of people leading the way in new 

developments or ideas

Decalogue events, as well as events of interest to the Jewish and Legal communities can be found on our website

www.decaloguesociety.org/events
To reserve a place at Decalogue’s table RSVP through our website 

www.decaloguesociety.org/events
You can also order a kosher meal by registering with Decalogue
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The Decalogue Society of Lawyers 
and Jewish Judges Association of Illinois 

invite you to join us for a Model Seder 
to explain the meaning of Passover 

and enjoy a light lunch based on the foods of the Seder Plate 

Thursday, March 22, 2018
12:00-1:30pm 

Loop Synagogue, 16 S Clark, Chicago

RSVP at www.decaloguesociety.org/events


